
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

OVC News… 
On June 29, 2017, President Donald J. Trump announced his intent to appoint Darlene Hutchinson of Alabama to be Director of the 
Office of Victims of Crime, Department of Justice.  Ms. Hutchinson has been a crime victims’ advocate more than 20 years, working 
extensively on legislation and public policy, teaching at police academies, and accompanying victims of all types to court and parole 
hearings.  Ms. Hutchinson’s volunteerism includes 10 years with rape crisis centers in Montgomery, Alabama, and Collin County, 
Texas, as well as seven years as president of a victims’ support and advocacy group.  Simultaneously, Ms. Hutchinson worked 25 
years in publishing, including eight years as the editor of law enforcement publications in Alabama, Washington, D.C., and Texas. Plus, 
she served nearly 6 years as the Communications and Media Director for the Dallas Bar Association.  She has received many awards 
for her dedication to empowering survivors and protecting their rights, while enhancing public safety.  Ms. Hutchinson has played a key 
role in the development of Alabama’s innovative victim notification system, as well as the passage and ratification of a Victims’ 
Constitutional Amendment in Alabama.  A native of St. Petersburg, Florida, Ms. Hutchinson holds a bachelor’s degree in Journalism 
from Troy State University. Official press release- https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/06/29/president-donald-j-trump-
announces-key-additions-his-administration  
 
Department of Justice Renews Commitment to Protecting Nation Against Hate Crimes. In a recent speech at the 2017 Hates Crimes 
Summit, U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions states that “No person should have to fear being violently attacked because of who they 
are, what they believe, or how they worship.” In February, the Department of Justice (DOJ) created a Task Force on Crime Reduction 
and Public Safety and this task force will accomplish its work through five subcommittees, including one on hate crimes. OVC is one of 
the components serving on this subcommittee, along with the DOJ Community Relations Service, Federal Bureau of Investigation, the 
Community Oriented Policing Office, and the DOJ Criminal Division. Attorney General Sessions has “asked the subcommittee to 
explore ways to expand and improve training for federal, state, and local prosecutors and investigators on hate crimes; how we can 
work better with affected communities and our state and local law enforcement partners; and how we can improve our data collection 
on hate crimes.” https://www.justice.gov/opa/speech/attorney-general-jeff-sessions-delivers-remarks-2017-hate-crimes-summit  
 

For a complete list of current funding solicitations from OVC, visit http://ovc.ncjrs.gov/Solicitation.aspx. 
 

Resources…  
New Publication from the Tribal Law and Policy 
Institute: Tribal Healing to Wellness Courts: The 
Judicial Bench Book (2016) 
“The role of the Healing to Wellness Court differs 
dramatically from the adversarial trial court judge, 
both in mechanics and in philosophy. In Wellness 
Court, the judge serves as the captain or the coach 
of the team, focused on healing and collaboration. 
This publication orients and serves the Wellness Court judge while on the bench. The first section provides examples of key component 
performance in relation to component principles. The second section overviews key Wellness Court processes and procedures. Both 
sections include Bench Cards intended to serve as tools that package relevant information in an abbreviated format.”  Visit 
Home.TLPI.org/publications  or http://www.wellnesscourts.org/ for a free download.  
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End Violence Against Women International - EVAWI has developed the Online Training Institute (OLTI) to bring state-of-the art training 
to anyone who is interested, on the topic of criminal justice response to sexual assault. The OLTI provides the opportunity for interested 
professionals to expand their knowledge of cutting edge developments in the criminal justice and community response to sexual 
assault, with particular emphasis on those crimes committed by someone who is known to the victim (i.e., non-strangers). The OLTI is 
FREE. There is no cost to register, enroll, or complete any of the modules. A new Online Training Institute (OLTI) Module: “Untested 
Evidence and the Investigation of Cold Sexual Assault Cases" is now available. http://olti.evawintl.org/Default.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2F  
 
Champion For Native Children Award Now Open For Nominations. Do you know of an incredible leader, social worker, case manager, 
or foster parent in your community who is doing awesome work for our children in the care system? If so, nominate them for National 
Indian Child Welfare Association (NICWA)'s highest honor, the Champion for Native Children Award. Nomination applications must be 
postmarked by January 9, 2018, for consideration. For a full list of all nomination guidelines and instructions, please visit this page. 
http://www.nicwa.org/conference/ChampionForNativeChildren.asp  
 
Check out the Police-Mental Health Collaboration Toolkit from OJP Bureau of Justice Assistance. This toolkit provides resources for law 
enforcement agencies to partner with mental health providers to effectively respond to calls for service, improve outcomes for people 
with mental illness, and advance the safety of all. https://pmhctoolkit.bja.gov/  
 

Save the Dates: Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) Grantee Regional Training Workshops… 
 
OVC CTAS Grantees, be on the lookout for your program’s 
SAVE THE DATE (sent via email) to one of the four OVC 
Grantee Regional Training Workshops that are being planned 
throughout 2017 and 2018. Locations and dates are included 
below: (The pictured Save the Date is for the Northwest 
Regional Grantees Only) 
 
Northwest Regional Training: Spokane, WA on October 24-26, 
2017 (Only for grantees located in WA, OR, ID and MT). 
 
Southwest Regional Training: Phoenix, AZ on April 17-19, 
2018 (Only for grantees located in CA, NV, AZ, NM, CO, KS, 
OK, MS). 
 
Midwest Regional Training: Keshena, WI on May 15-17, 2018 
(Only for grantees located in ND, SD, MN, WI, NE, SC and 
MI).  
 
Alaska Regional Training: Anchorage, AK on August 7-9, 2018 
(Only for Alaska grantees) 
 
These regional trainings are MANDATORY for all OVC 

Coordinated Tribal Assistance Solicitation (CTAS), Comprehensive Tribal Victim Assistance (CTVA) and Children Justice Act (CJA) 
Grantees. For any questions or concerns, please contact Devin Rieckmann-Sell (NCJTC) at rieckmann@fvtc.edu  or Jesucita 
Hernández (Unified Solutions) at jesucita@unified-solutions.org . We look forward to seeing each of you in your respective workshop 
locations! 
 

Training & Events…   
Register for National Criminal Justice Training Center's Wisconsin Serving Victims of Crime Conference. Aug 16-18, 2017 | Wisconsin 
Dells, WI. Attend this unique conference to gain the latest knowledge and skills you need to serve victims of crime. Learn about 
innovative victim assistance programs and gain resources for enhancing the services you provide using a multidisciplinary approach. 
Choose from a wide variety of workshops conducted by knowledgeable experts addressing some of today’s most critical topics and 
issues facing victims of crime and service providers. https://ncjtc.fvtc.edu/training/details/TR00003718/TRI0003719/wisconsin-serving-
victims-of-crime 
 
Free Wellness Court Training, September 12–14, 2017 in Albuquerque, NM. The Tribal Healing to Wellness Court Enhancement 
Training is the preeminent national training opportunity for tribal problem-solving courts. The Enhancement Training is free, and all 
materials, including referenced publications and PowerPoint slides, will be posted and available to all attendees on 
www.WellnessCourts.org.  Wellness Court teams are encouraged to attend as a team, including the Judge, Prosecutor, Defense 
Counselor, Coordinator, Case Manager, Probation Officer, Law Enforcement Officer, Treatment Provider, Behavioral Health 
Representative, Child Welfare Representative, Cultural Resource Provider, and all other team members. In addition, Advisory and/or 
Steering Committee members are welcome to join, including Tribal Council members. Each year, the training has multiple 
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presentations/workshops on Family Wellness Courts which focus on the broader question of how Wellness Courts can help heal the 
victims of substance abusers. Visit www.EnhancementTraining.org  to register for the training.   
 
Leave No Victim Behind 2017 Conference: Mass Violence Response. The California Victim Compensation Board and the University of 
Oregon Police Department are hosting a conference on September 12–14, in Eugene, Oregon, that will focus on responding to 
incidents of mass violence, with an emphasis on developing effective collaborations between law enforcement and victim services to 
reach all victims, including those who are often underserved. Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) is supporting professional development 
scholarships for this conference on a first-come, first-served basis. Please note that the deadline for scholarship applications is July 27, 
2017. http://center.uocsdev.com/uosafety/2017/  
 
National Criminal Justice Training Center of Fox Valley Technical College will hold its annual National Missing and Unidentified Persons 
Conference. Sep 19-21, 2017 | Atlanta, GA. The theme for this year’s conference is “Multiple Victims Events: Implications for 
Investigation, Search, Rescue, and Recovery". The conference will provide strategies for addressing the tragic circumstances 
surrounding missing person’s reports, including those involving human trafficking, serial homicide, natural disasters, and other multiple 
victim events. Sessions will also focus on effective collaborations and partnerships, technological advances, and investigative 
techniques to aid in the recovery of victims. Law enforcement, social workers, forensic interviewers, victim advocates, missing person 
organizations, mental health professionals, and search and rescue professionals are encouraged to attend. 
https://ncjtc.fvtc.edu/training/details/TR00000143/TRI0003387/missing-unidentified-persons  
 

CTAS SPOTLIGHT…Tribal Faculty Development Workshop (TFDW) 
On Monday, June 26, 2017, with approval from the Office for Victims of Crime (OVC), the National Criminal Justice Training Center 
(NCJTC) of Fox Valley Technical College hosted the OVC American Indian/Alaska Native Training and Technical Assistance Program 
Tribal Faculty Development Workshop (TFDW) in Appleton, WI. The purpose of this three and half day training was to help subject-
matter experts (SMEs) in the areas relative to CTAS Purpose Areas 6 (CJA) and 7 (CTVA) programs develop and sharpen their 
presentation skills, become more effective presenters, organize material to convey learning objectives, and learn how to structure 
presentations to optimize learning for primarily American Indian and Alaska Native participants. The goal of this workshop was to 
provide participants with the potential opportunity 
to become an OVC faculty for future OVC 
sponsored trainings and events.  
 
A total of ten individuals were selected from OVC 
CTAS Purpose Areas 6 and 7 grantee programs to 
participant in this training. By the end of the 
workshop, participants prepared and then 
delivered a ten minute presentation to an audience 
using learned techniques acquired from the 
workshop. The TFDW agenda included lectures 
from Justine Souto (Oneida) and Kevin 
Brennenstuhl from NCJTC, Cory Bryant from the 
Child Welfare Academy at the University of Alaska 
Anchorage, and Bonnie Clairmont and Kelly 
Stoner from the Tribal Law and Policy Institute 
(TLPI). The agenda also included small group 
activities, lab times to meet with team/mentors to 
develop presentation plans, personal reflection 
and feedback opportunities, and the presentation 
of workshop certificates by Barbara Robertson, OVC Program Specialist. Unified Solutions team members, Jesucita Hernández and 
Katherine Stuart, were also onsite to provide presentation mentoring.  
 
Workshop participants included:  

 Tucelia "Tia" Palmer, OVC Program Specialist, Victim Resource Program (Confederated Tribes & Bands of the Yakama 

Nation) 

 April Arbuckle, Community Wellness Program Lead (Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association, Inc.) 

 Raquel Chee, Grants Administrator (Navajo Nation) 

 Wendy Thomas, Social Service Director (Kalispel Tribe of Indians) 

 Tara Ford, Community Health Services Regional Administrator (Aleutian Pribilof Islands Association, Inc.) 

 Eileen Arnold, Executive Director (Tundra Women’s Coalition) 

 Lisa Heth, Executive Director (Wiconi Wawokiya) 

 Mary Kay Tallier, Project Coordinator (National Criminal Justice Training Center of Fox Valley Technical College) 

 Jamie Moran (Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians) 

 Rennel Parish (Hannahville Indian Community) 

Justine Souto lecturing the small group of participants at the TFDW 

http://www.enhancementtraining.org/
http://center.uocsdev.com/uosafety/2017/
https://ncjtc.fvtc.edu/training/details/TR00000143/TRI0003387/missing-unidentified-persons


 

Page | 4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to follow us on Facebook and Twitter! 

                                                                           

Barbara Robertson presents workshop completion certificates to 
TFDW participants on final day of agenda. 

Participants with their TFDW completion certificates! Congratulations to everyone who attended! 


